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Our Vision & Purpose
During the year, we have undertaken 
a review of the Muriwai Volunteer 
Lifeguard Services (“MVLS”) mission 
statement and aspirations. The 
Management Board have an absolute 
focus on keeping Muriwai Beach safe at 
all times, knowing this is only possible 
through the efforts and bravery of 
our lifeguards and the commitment 
and focus of the many volunteers 
in the background. With significant 
changes in recent years to our funding 
environment, we understand the 
requirement for fiscal responsibility 
and the need to future-proof our 
operations. But let’s not forget the need 
for fun and happy times on the beach 
and at the club – the way to reward 
our members and to inspire our next 
generation. We hope the following 
encapsulates these messages:  

Our mission is to keep New Zealand’s 
premier beach safe by being the 
country’s leading surf lifesaving club. 

Together we will achieve this by: 

a) Being great lifeguards;
b) Empowering a skilled and motivated 

next generation;
c) Building a sustainable business 

model; and  
d) Having fun and celebrating our 

achievements.

This will be measured by:

a) Leading the national patrolling 
statistics relevant to our club;

b) A year on year growth in 
membership across all categories;

c) Removing reliance on government 
grants in the next five years; and 

d) Smiles.  

Financial Performance
Running a successful and busy surf 
club is expensive, so we are immensely 
grateful for the mix of support 
we receive from many agencies, 
organisations and our community. 

However with funding from our national 
body reducing and from our regional 
body static the club recognises that 
in some years we will have to dig into 
reserves to achieve our goal of keeping 
Muriwai beach safe and enjoyable 
for all of our members, the local 
community and our thousands  
of visitors. 

Grant income, which is recorded 
through revenue, is received for 
specifically identified purchases and 
fluctuates year-to-year. Many of 
these purchases are capitalised and 
depreciated over a number of years, 
leading to a mismatch in income and 
expense. Excluding depreciation (a 
non-cash movement), which increased 
$21,042 in the year, the result for 
2016/17 was a surplus of $11,437.  

The overall result in the financial 
statements is disappointing. We have 
reported a deficit of $75,738 for before 
depreciation  the 14 months to 30 June 
2017, compared to a surplus of $28,896 
for the 12 months to 30 April 2016. The 
additional two months arose due to 
the club aligning our year end with Surf 
Life Saving Northern Region and added 
$20,493 (excluding depreciation) to 
our deficit, a similar strain to the same 
period last year. In addition during the 
year we received $40,460 less from the 
regional and national bodies. This is 
in part due to the timing of payments, 
with amounts in 2015/16 including a 
catch-up from the previous year.

The financial statement includes the 
increase of $14,000 (to $42,000) for 
utilities payments to Muriwai Lifesaving 
Amenities Trust (“MLSAT”), the owner 
of the building. This represents 
our effective rent for the surf club. 
MLSAT have recently gone through a 
restructuring of the Trustees and are 
currently in negotiation with Auckland 
Council to redefine their funding for 
operating costs and capital expenditure. 
MVLS will continue to work closely with 

MLSAT to ensure that the facilities are 
well maintained and that the Trust has a 
sound financial base.

The financial statements presented at 
the end of the Annual Report detail all 
aspects of income and expenditure. 
Aside from the items detailed above, 
points of note include the reduction 
in the level of donations received; the 
increase in travel costs associated with 
National Surf Championships taking 
place in Christchurch; and an increase 
in repairs and maintenance across 
all aspects of the club’s activities. 
Offsetting these have been net income 
from fundraising activities increasing by 
$6,471, most notably due to the efforts 
of Junior Surf; and improved returns 
from the bar operations.

But above all, we need to make 
mention of the efforts of volunteers 
who give their time for free and to 
local businesses who provide us with 
invaluable support. We are especially 
grateful for the financial support 
backing we have received from 
numerous places and we would like to 
extend special thanks to Trillian Trust, 
Pak’N’Save Lincoln Road, Kumeu  
Rotary, Harcourts, Waimauku Lions  
and Cottle Motors.

Lifesaving
Being a lifeguard is a serious and 
often sobering experience. It is with 
enormous pride that we can reflect on 
the outstanding bravery of our finest 
volunteers as they placed themselves 
at the heart of the rescue mission 
when the Francie capsized outside 
of the Kaipara Harbour in November 
2016. Despite the events unfolding 
more than 35 kilometres up the beach 
from the surf club, our lifeguards were 
amongst the first responders, tackling 
conditions beyond extreme, and putting 
themselves into the face of great 
danger. The rescue attempts involved 
many from the club but Brett Hardie, 
Wayne Sutton, Matt Buswell, Russell 

President & Chairman Report
At Muriwai we face the conundrum of being amongst Auckland’s most popular destinations, but at 
the same time being a beach of unpredictable and treacherous conditions. Our lifeguards are having 
to handle different types of incident, often involving cars and boats, reflecting the diverse usage of our 
beach. As we look back over the 2016-17 year we can have great satisfaction in knowing that we have 
once again stayed true to our values. We continue to be a leader in lifeguarding statistics; we have seen 
clubbies represent New Zealand and the clubhouse remains the beating heart of the Muriwai community. 
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Clarke and the dedicated support 
team who remained on duty and in an 
assistance role into the small hours of 
Sunday cannot go without mention. 
These acts of outstanding bravery are 
testament to some amazing people that 
the club are humbled to count amongst 
their own.

Our absolute priorities are to have 
exceptional lifeguards on the beach, 
to maintain high operating standards 
and to have our facilities on standby for 
action during the season and the off-
season. This commitment being most 
readily evidenced by the efforts and 
commitment of the call-out squad, who 
are on standby throughout the year.

In November 2016 we were the proud 
recipients of the BP National Rescue 
of the month award for the events 
mentioned above and in March 2017 
of the Northern Region Rescue of the 
Month Award (second nationally). 
Our volunteer guards are not on the 
beach for recognition, but we are 
extremely proud when their efforts 
and achievements are recognised both 
regionally and nationally. 

The lifesaving report details the 
immense efforts it takes to keep our 
beach safe. Our special thanks to 
head lifeguard Oliver Tyack; lifeguard 
committee convenor Dirk van der 
Woerd; patrol captains Damian Molloy, 
Brett Hardie, Danny Tenheuval, Justin 
Barr and John Thomas; vice captains 
Tim Draisey, Wayne Sutton, Grace 
Joseph,  Jason Platt, Steve Sumner and 
Carlin O’Neill; and of course each and 
every lifeguard for their commitment, 
fortitude and passion.   

Surf Sports
2016-17 saw the club making a 
great statement on the sporting 
front. Competitor numbers within all 
categories once again increased and 
it was fantastic to see so many people 
represent Muriwai at the World Masters 
Games in April 2017. Congratulations 
to those that rolled back the years to 
medal in such a prestigious event – 
more from the President later.  

The standout club performers were 
the Muriwai Meerkats boat crew. The 
team of Allison Craigie, Nicole Owen, 
Jessica Parkin and Kathryn Wright under 
the guidance of sweep Ricky Butt, 
dominated the season. They defended 
their national titles, picked up eight 
gold medals across the season (their 
worst result all season being a silver 
medal), they were the New Zealand 
representative team for the second year 
running; and Ricky was named as the 
NZ team captain for the international 
events. The team’s commitment and 
quiet determination to be the best in 
their field is truly inspirational. 

Congratulations must also go to the 
senior surf sports teams that have 
represented the club at many events 
throughout the season. We would like 
to congratulate those that medalled at 
the Northern Region Championships 
at Omaha, the culmination of hard 
work and perseverance. The team also 
sent a strong team to Christchurch 
for the National Championships in 
April and although failing to medal 
produced some outstanding personal 
performances. 

Junior Surf
The fresh impetus around surf sports 
was also visible amongst our junior 
ranks. Our coaches Jake Allen and 

George Hunter led a comprehensive 
training programme that was well 
attended and provided a range 
activities and training options for our 
young athletes. We continue to have 
increases in competitor numbers for 
all of the major carnivals, and ended 
the season with our largest ever team 
at Oceans. Notable success included a 
first water based gold medal at Oceans 
for over ten years, congratulations to 
Chloe Seaman and Arabella Thompson; 
and a club record medal haul at the 
pre-season Northern and National pool 
championships. The club are extremely 
proud of all our competitors in all of 
the age categories and congratulations 
to the many medal winners from the 
junior ranks. 

This year also saw the re-engineering 
of the Sunday morning beach 
programme under the leadership of 
Nick Thompson. We are blessed with 
a hugely committed team of parents 
and young lifeguards who provide an 
educational, physical but above all, 
fun programme to over 200 children. 
We have witnessed a return to more 
challenging water based activities and, 
when conditions allow, rock and cave 
swims for the older ranks. Of course, in 
the days of paramount Health & Safety, 
updated best practice guidelines for 
many of our junior surf activities have 
been implemented. 

Sunday mornings at the club have 
become especially vibrant with fresh 
barista coffee and hot chocolates to 
start the day, and gourmet sausages 
for all and a cold beer for parents at 
lunchtime. The number of volunteers 
from within the junior ranks is 
exceptional and the Management 
Board would like to thank each and 
every one for providing our next 
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generation with such an outstanding 
experience. Innovation

The club was delighted to receive the 
SLSNR Innovation of the Year award for 
its work to adapt drone technology to 
enhance patrol and rescue capability. 
This project has seen the club 
collaborating with drone developers, 
overseas lifeguard agencies and 
other surf and rescue organisations, 
the results of which are forming the 
basis of a regional and national plan. 
Kumeu Rotary has shown considerable 
foresight in funding the Muriwai project 
and aligning Rotary clubs at a wider 
level to potentially fund a regional roll 
out of this technology.

Membership
The social side of club life continues to 
be vibrant. It has been great to see the 
frequent use of club social amenities by 
so many of our members and the wider 
community. Throughout the season we 
have hosted club and regional camps, 
building our next generation and honing 
the skills of hundreds of lifeguards from 
across New Zealand and the world. We 
have clear but workable arrangements 
for our youth to enjoy the facilities, 
which have been well respected. It is 
rewarding to see so many 15-18 year 
old members responsibly socialising, 
staying over at weekends and getting 
involved in club affairs.

The Junior Surf programme has helped 
drive an increase in membership 
numbers; that in conjunction with 
Membership convenor, Brenda Cook, 
and Club Administrator, Linda Reed, 
chasing up other members has seen a 
38% increase in subscriptions.  

The membership report outlines the 
key events undertaken during the  

year and many thank-yous in that 
area. It has been a season of multiple 
fundraisers and club socials and the 
team has worked tirelessly to deliver 
fantastic events. Muriwai continues to 
offer a fabulous range of merchandise 
(now seen globally!) and the efforts of 
Alys Higgs and Lizzie Ashby are hugely 
appreciated by us all.   

We would like to congratulate all those 
that received awards at the junior and 
senior prizegivings at the end of the 
season. Both occasions were wonderful 
examples of the club coming together 
to celebrate our own. Happy occasions 
and a great example of what makes our 
club so special. There were too many 
award winners to list in this report, but 
special mention to Danny Tenheuval 
who we welcome as a new life member 
in recognition of his many years of 
service to lifeguarding, sport and club 
administration.

Special congratulations must also 
go to David Godfrey, Allan Roberts, 
Pauline Butt and Shane Armitage, who 
were the recipients of Distinguished 
Service Awards at the Surf Lifesaving 
Northern Region awards ceremony in 
August 2017; and to Greg Sager, Mark 
Goodhew, Robin Foubister and Sonia 
Connon who received Service Awards at 
the same event.

Outlook for the Future
The deficit for the financial year is a 
stark reminder of the environment 
in which we operate. At Muriwai we 
are blessed with the premier surf club 
facilities in the country; but running 
such an outstanding facility is expensive 
and time consuming. The Management 
Board take this duty extremely seriously 
and are aware of the need for fiscal 

responsibility in times of reduced 
funding and uncertain revenue streams. 

Muriwai and the surrounding region 
is poised for significant population 
growth. It is essential that we are able 
to adapt to this expansion and keep 
our beach safe in times of increasing 
visitor numbers. Our primary goal is to 
ensure we meet this expectation, but 
funding constraints place an additional 
onus on the Management Board to 
identify other sources of revenue to 
build reserves. During the year the 
Management Board has welcomed new 
members who are committed to this 
vision and in time we are confident that 
we will achieve our goal. The growth 
and strength evident in Junior Surf is 
an inspiration and a positive indication 
we will be able to retain a good 
portion of our up and coming Juniors 
& Rookies to continue to meet the 
growing requirement for exceptionally 
competent lifeguards and club leaders.

Acknowledgements
Within these pages there is mention 
of the many people who make 
Muriwai Volunteer Lifeguard Service 
the exceptional place that it is. Each 
and every one deserves thanks and 
recognition for their outstanding service 
to the club and the community. The 
Management Board are enormously 
grateful to you all, as we know that we 
could not operate without your efforts. 
Thank you.

Brendan Barry Walsh 
President

Ed Eadie 
Chairman 
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However, the lifeguards that patrol 
Muriwai’s shores are not only reactive 
in their duties, but increasingly 
proactive in ensuring the safety of 
the visiting public. Over the course 
of the season, guards carried out a 
staggering 3,029 preventative actions, 
which involved 11,169 beachgoers. 
These statistics continue to see Muriwai 
placed at the forefront of clubs in  
New Zealand. 

On average Muriwai’s lifeguards are the 
busiest in New Zealand. 160+ volunteer 
lifeguards structured into 5 patrols; an 
emergency call-out squad comprising 
15+ lifeguards on-call 365 days of the 
year; a regional (paid) lifeguard service 
spanning 12 weeks in the height of 
summer; numerous specially trained 
lifeguards able to deliver the best 
in pre-hospital emergency care and 

operate rescue boats in extremely 
challenging conditions; our senior 
guards skilled to work closely with other 
emergency services – this is what it 
takes to keep Muriwai Beach safe. 

The decision made by the Head 
Lifeguard to drop a patrol in the lead 
up to the season proved a challenge 
to all the guards, but they rose to the 
commitment, completing a staggering 
7,248 hours of voluntary patrolling. This 
is a feat all can be proud of. 

Our patrol captains and their assistants 
get too little recognition. On a busy 
summer day up to 12,000 people can 
pass through Muriwai. At any one time 
thousands are unwittingly dependent 
on the skills of our lifeguards to keep 
them safe. In the absence of a fixed 
Police and Park Ranger presence they 

become go-to people when some 
authority is required to fix problems 
ranging from injured wildlife to 
missing kids, car thefts to assaults, and 
increasingly frequently, to lead initial 
responses to major incidents such as 
motor vehicle accidents that involve 
serious injuries and even deaths. 
Additionally, they are shift managers 
for teams of 25, training officers, media 
managers, care-givers (to lost and 
abandoned kids), the eyes and ears 
of the other emergency services, and 
much much more. They are the first to 
arrive, and the last to leave. Muriwai’s 
lifeguards make an incalculable 
contribution of time and expertise. 
They do so at their own cost.

Never shy to stray away from a 
challenge, Muriwai VLS was awarded 
SLSNR Innovation of the Year. With 

2017 Life Saving Report

The 2016/17 season was somewhat quieter compared to previous seasons, let down 
by the sub-standard summer weather we experienced. Nonetheless, our patrolling 
guards still produced some impressive statistics. From Labour weekend to Easter 
weekend, the Muriwai lifeguards rescued 50 beachgoers from life threatening 
situations, and assisted an additional 77 to safety. They administered First Aid to 68 
members of the public, and searched for 17 missing people.
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the backing and funding from Kumeu 
Rotary and UAV expert Carl Hansen, 
Muriwai was able to successfully 
implement an operational UAV (drone) 
trial. Countless hours went into, and 
continue to be put into this project 
by a dedicated group of guards. From 
the initial research stages, where the 
decision was made that there was a 
potential benefit of drone use in SLS, 
to finding a suitable UAV that would 
withstand Muriwai’s harsh conditions, 
to sending a group of guards to 
Australia’s Central Coast to learn 
from their drone operations, Muriwai 
continues to explore all avenues in the 
interest of keeping beachgoers safe.

Our lifeguards are rigorously tested at 
the earliest opportunity in the season 
to re-qualify for active duty and the 
2016 / 2017 season was no exception. 
We were disappointed at the very 
late withdrawal of a national first aid 
course provider that meant we did not 
achieve as many first aid level 1 & 2 
new starters or re-qualifications as is 
required every 2 years for individuals. 
As a matter of priority, we will be 
addressing the shortfall in the coming 
season to bring the ratio of guards  
who are first aid qualified back to a  
high level.

The full-service cost of providing 
our surf life-saving services exceeds 
$200,000 annually (this excludes club 
sport, junior surf and social activity 
costs) and involves the management 
of a significant array of state of the art 
rescue and emergency medical gear, 
beach patrol and emergency response 
vehicles, maintaining our access 
to an emergency communications 
network, the costs of lifeguard training 
and re-certifications, many different 
consumable and disposable items, 
together with the costs of maintaining 
built facilities including secure gear 
storage, the medical room, patrol tower 
and members’ amenities. 

Everything mentioned so far in this 
report is coordinated and supervised 
by the Life Saving Senior Leadership 
Team - a dedicated and skilled group 

of volunteer senior lifeguards, each of 
whom administers a specific portfolio, 
and collectively work year round to 
ensure the club is always well placed 
to deliver the services that have 
become expected of it. There will be a 
few changes to this team at the AGM. 
Carmen Daniel and Louise Sutton will 
be standing down from their role as 
joint First Aid officers.

As always, we salute the funders that 
help us meet the $200,000+ cost of 
keeping Muriwai safe each year. Trillian 
Trust and Foundation North have both 
been major funders of rescue and 
medical equipment, Cottle Motors & 
Auto Electrics met the cost of vehicle 
servicing and USL Medical continue 
to supply medical consumables at a 
discounted rate.

Oliver Tyack
Head Lifeguard
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We had our annual Muriwai/Mairangi 
Rookie camp with 50 Rookies in total 
and huge 23 Lifeguard Instructors 
assisting Georgia and Myself in the 
mayhem. Two beaches became one, 
50 eager and energetic rookies were 
put through their paces with intense 
midnight first aid scenarios, interactive 
patrol operation activities, 5am PT 
sessions and intense rock jumps in 

demanding Muriwai weather.  
The rookies all took it in their  
stride and bonded as a whole,  
it is amazing what young people  
can do without electronics.

When the time came to show off our 
skills, our up and coming Muriwai 
Lifeguards took the competition in their 
stride and showed what the Almighty 
Muriwai is good at, getting all three 

of our teams in the top 4 for First Aid, 
Theory Test, CPR and tube rescue, but 
unfortunately overall we got 5th, 6th 
and 8th. This did not phase our Rookies 
at all, they knew they did their best 
they could and that is all that we can 
ask of our lifeguards. 

It is so amazing that we get to have 
such a large impact on the future of 
lifesaving, and to be able to see the 
smiles on all their faces grow over the 
session as they join us active guards on 
patrol and learn all the valuable skills 
they will need as lifeguards. Thanks to 
all the instructors who helped coach 
and all the guards who took the time to 
teach these Rookies.

Luke Jennings
Rookie Coordinator

Georgia Ward
Rookie Coordinator

2017 Rookie Coordinator’s Report

The 2016/2017 Rookie team was the most amazing group of people to work with,  
rookie lifeguards and instructors alike. Georgia Ward and myself had very large 
shoes left by Dirk to fill, and the training levels on of us was high. We started off 
with a large and eager group of 15 Rookie Lifeguards turning up to our weekly 
Sunday training sessions, expanding their lifeguard knowledge and skills such as in 
CPR all in the prep for the regional Rookie Challenge. 
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2017 Sport Report

No-one can deny that our open 
women’s boat crew, the Muriwai 
Meerkats, has performed at anything 
other than world class levels for the 
past two seasons. They successfully 
defended their 2016 national 
championship title, making it two for 
two, at the same time representing 
New Zealand for the second year 
running in the Trans-Tasman Challenge. 
Their haul across the season of 8 gold 
medals was unparalleled in surf boat 
rowing, and their only non-gold medal 
finish all season was a silver medal 
winning second place.

Ricky Butt not only swept the Meerkats 
to victory, but was named New Zealand 
team captain for the Trans-Tasman 
Challenge. Not a bad elevation for a 60 
year old competitor, and more than 30 
years after he last represented NZ!!

Our second womens’ boat crew, the 
Muriwai Munchkins, were certainly 

not in the shadows of the Meerkats. 
Their own impressive results included 
numerous gold, silver and bronze 
medals and they were also New 
Zealand representatives in the U23 
division of the Trans-Tasman Challenge. 
It’s a fantastic situation where both 
our womens’ boat crews are selected 
to race against the best in the world, 
Australia.  And in another fitting 
tribute, the Munchkin’s sweep, Danny 
Tenheuvel, was named Muriwai’s 
newest Life Member at our annual 
awards dinner – a well deserved award 
for Danny who always willingly steps in 
to any sweeping role to ensure aspiring 
crews get a chance. 

Our highly enthusiastic team of swim, 
board, ski and sprint competitors 
performed admirably across the 
season. Its been a challenging year for 
the team. Most are of an age where 
studies and part time work as seasonal 

paid lifeguards make it difficult to 
regularly attend training sessions and 
competitions. A partial solution has 
been to increase the coaching options 
by having more sessions but this comes 
at a cost and as the accounts show its 
not an easy cost to cover.  Nonetheless, 
we won many medals at both the 
Eastern and Northern regional champs, 
and the National Championships in 
Christchurch (a story in itself!). We 
document several of our outstanding 
young members in our Honours and 
Awards section.

We have been hugely fortunate to again 
have Jake Allen as our head coach, 
and George Hunter joined us this year 
to work across both senior and junior 
competitors. Both also competed us for, 
and with distinction. Jake won selection 
to the Northern Region team, and 
George to the Great Britain team about 
to compete at the DHL World Challenge 

In recent years we have not been amongst the largest teams competing at northern 
region and national events, but what we have lacked in size we have made up for in 
determination, and results.
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at Mt Maunganui in November. We 
cannot understate the benefit of having 
our two coaches leading by example 
and competing for us.  Sadly, Jake is 
unable to continue as coach this coming 
year, his professional career must 
take precedence. Likewise, George is 
returning to his former club closer  
to home.

We have in our ranks some superb 
competitors, who do it for the 
challenge and fun. They are the heart 
of a competitive rebirth for the club, 
and our goal is to surround them with 
more sporting, fun minded lifeguards 
to take Team Muriwai back to the top 
and be national champions across all 
disciplines, not just surf boats. We are 
on our way!

Behind every great team on the 
beach are a set of managers and 
administrators who do the hard, silent 
work of organising team entries, 
arranging travel and accommodation 
and food, making sure we have gear in 
good condition, and much more.  Huge 
thanks to Daniel Birch and Andrew 
Evison who yet again do this without 
fanfare, and at their own considerable 
time and monetary expense. Likewise 

Emily Eadie, Marie Cheeseman and 
Kate Ward – great mums who transport 
numerous kids to events, tow trailers 
and much, much more. The sport 
cannot be delivered without officials 
and every club is required to contribute 
officials at each event. Our number of 
officials has dwindled in recent years 
but Ed Eadie and Maria Semmons 
joined this year so we may see  
a resurgence! 

IRB racing has not featured strongly 
in our repertoire for a few years but 
thanks to Luke Jennings and Jakob 
Doughty showing leadership we  
are seeing some enthusiastic 
participation by a growing group  
and some promising results. 

President Brendan Barry-Walsh picked 
up the reigns and ensured Muriwai 
was extremely well represented at the 
World Masters Games in the latter part 
of summer. We were certainly in the 
medal haul and it was fantastic to see 
so many older legends getting back in 
amongst it. 

Of course, we are indebted to our 
sponsors and the organisations that 
offer us fundraising opportunities. 
In no particular order Trillian Trust 

who gave us a grant for new boards 
and skis at the beginning of the year, 
Kumeu Rotary who involve us in the 
Hotrod show as a fundraiser, the 
Hillary Trail event where we swap 
roles and assist competitors in another 
sport, Red Badge Security for the fun 
opportunity to work as crowd control at 
concerts, and the myriad of other local 
businesses that donate cash, fix things 
cheaply, and bury costs on our behalf. 
Its hugely appreciated.

We are a growing club.  We have had 
lots of priority areas in recent years 
but now is the time to give focus to 
our competition activities and support 
some of our younger members to 
prove they can perform alongside the 
best that NZ, even the world, has to 
offer. Our best ever results include 
six times top NZ club, and being the 
best ever ranking NZ club at a world 
championships (11th in 2002 in Sydney) 
so lets get back to that level again!

Michael Ward
Sport Convenor 
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Preseason saw the formation of a new 
leadership team structure and the 
setting of a new Junior Surf goal for 
all our nippers and parents. That goal 
is and remains for the 2017 – 2018 
season: 

To keep encouraging water safety and 
water confidence for 300 children (3-14 
years old) and their families.

Enabling fun and camaraderie through 
surf education and sports at Muriwai 
Surf Club.

With this goal in mind, the newly 
structured leadership team went 
about setting the foundations for 
the season. Everything was looked at 
with a fresh set of eyes, from how we 
communicated both internally and 
externally, through to the equipment 
in the gear shed and what standard of 
sausages would be used on the Sunday 
fundraising BBQ. 

 

The Northern Regional Pool Champs 
and National Pool Championships 
were the first chance for our 10 – 13 
year olds to compete and improve on 
their swimming and rescue skills in 
the various races involving swimming 
underwater, picking up objects, 
swimming under obstacles and rescuing 
patients. The events took place in 
September and October 2016 and are 
the start of the official surf lifesaving 
season. Muriwai entered a 30 strong 
squad and collected several medals at 
both Regional and National levels. 

With Pool Champs behind us the Club 
Day season got underway in early 
November with 210 nippers registered 
from 3 to 13 years old. The numbers 
remained strong throughout the 
season with Sundays’ being fun days 
at the beach for all with our serious 
surf sports training taking place at our 
new East Coast base in Milford. The 
children had plenty of opportunity 

through the season to bond at camps, 
mid-week training sessions and time 
spent together at events. With children 
coming from not just the environs of 
Muriwai but all over Auckland, including 
Clevedon, Otahuhu, the City, North 
Shore and surrounding suburbs, Junior 
Surf provided the perfect platform to 
start making lifelong friends outside of 
the normal school environment. 

The Junior Surf program is essential to 
the success of Muriwai and the beach 
that we look after. With Muriwai being 
the busiest beach and one of the most 
dangerous beaches in New Zealand, 
having a strong Junior Surf programme 
(sp) allows the club to funnel new 
lifeguards from Nippers to Rookies to 
Lifeguards at 14’. The odd parent was 
also converted, undertaking lifeguard 
training this season resulting in some 
cases both child and parent qualifying 
as lifeguards and being assigned to the 
same patrol. 

2017 Junior Surf Report

In the 2016 – 2017 season Junior Surf at Muriwai undertook a review and adopted 
a fresh approach to how it ran the club’s Junior Surf program. 
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Parent help was the essence of success 
within our Junior Surf programme this 
season. There is a role for every parent 
within our club and I’d like to say a big 
thank you to all those parents who have 
helped with camps, looked after nippers 
at the beach, fundraised, managed, 
coached, officiated at events or just 
made the effort to get their child down 
to Club Days or midweek training. I look 
forward to this continued support in the 
upcoming season. 

With the refreshed thinking came a 
change of where we met for Club Days 
on a Sunday. The quadrangle area was 

picked to provide our daily briefings 
and with the support from The Coffee 
Float fresh coffee and hot chocolates 
were provided before our small army 
of Nippers and parents progressed, 
removed, decamped, escaped to the 
beach. As the beach was overtaken by 
yellow and maroon beanies the work 
continued at the club with gourmet 
sausages being prepared and the Club 
bar prepped whilst bean bags were laid 
out to mellow beats being played on 
the club sound system. Around midday 
the army of yellow and maroon beanies 
now caked in black sand and carrying 

boogie boards and kneeboard threaded 
themselves through the grassed car 
park to settle in for sausages with their 
parents relaxing and enjoyed a well-
deserved beer post Club Day.  

The Sunday Club Day this season 
became a chance for all age groups 
to explore our unique West Coast 
environment and have fun. The season 
saw at times our youngest tadpoles 
being lowered into the blow hole on 
a calm summer’s day at low tide. Our 
U10’s jumping off rocks into the caved 
areas, and the U12 exploring the 
Temple and rocks under the gannet 
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colony. Apart from being fun for our 
nippers and parents this play ground 
trains our nippers for their rite of 
passage to jump off of the end of Flat 
Rock into a breaking wave at  
high tide. This year all of our 13 
year olds managed to do this setting 
themselves up with the confidence 
that when they become lifeguards they 
can complete their first rescues in this 
hazardous area.  

With Sundays being fun days midweek 
training on the East Coast became a 
time to dig in and build the fitness of 
our competitive nippers under the 
supervision of our paid coach George 
Hunter. With training sessions on 
Monday, Tuesday and Friday after 
school those aged U10, U12 and U14 
could build their knee board, open 
water swimming and land fitness. These 
training sessions were extremely well 
attended and reflected the number 
of nippers entering into the 3 Carnival 
events throughout the season. These 
numbers and the commitment to 

competing resulted in Northern 
Regional finals placings for all age 
groups with some being awarded with 
medal placings. 

The pinnacle of the Junior Surf season is 
the National event named Oceans, held 
this season for the last time at Mount 
Maunganui. Muriwai held a training 
camp in the Bay of Plenty before 
this event and entered the biggest 
Oceans Squad in years. Many of the 
athletes made it through the field of 
900 children to make it through heats, 
semis and into the finals with Chloe 
Seaman managing to get a bronze in 
the National U13 Surf Race. The club 
hadn’t won a water based medal at this 
event for over 10 years and we were 
immensely proud of Arabella Thompson 
& Chloe Seaman beating off 200 other 
girls in the U14 Board Rescue to win 
gold and become National Champions. 

The successes of the season were 
all made financially possible by the 
fundraising opportunities that ensure 
we have the right resources to achieve 

our goal. We had support from parents 
and our sponsor PaknSave Lincoln 
Road. Throughout the season parents 
were doing everything from cooking 
sausages, catering large scale events 
held at the club and even donating 
their time for the club by ushering at 
the Adele concert held at Mt Smart 
Stadium. Our club wouldn’t be as 
successful without this support and the 
continued sponsorship of Junior Surf at 
Muriwai by our major sponsor Glenn 
Cotterill the proprietor of PaknSave 
Lincoln Road who last year provided  
his third year of financial assistance to 
the club. 

The leadership team is set for another 
season, building a strong future for 
Muriwai Volunteer Lifeguard Services 
and having an awesome 2017 – 2018 
season.  

Nick Thompson
Junior Surf Lead
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Honours and Awards - Muriwai Prize Giving

Life Membership  
Danny Tenheuval

Club Service Awards: 
Rob Mihaljevich, Scruff 
Ashby, Craig Smith

Club Awards:
Top Stirrer 
Women’s National’s Team 

Cavitation Trophy 
Jakob Doughty

Captain’s Prerogative 
Luke Jennings 

Club Person of the Year
Anthony O’Meara

Junior Club Member  
of the Year 
Pipi Maloney 

Life Saving Awards 
Rescue of the Year - 
Kaipara Rescue - Matt 
Buswell, Brett Hardie,  
Russell Clarke, Wayne Sutton

Lifeguard of the Year
Mackenzie Cook 

U19 Lifeguard of the Year
Georgia Ward 

Rookie Lifeguard of the Year
Alia Robertson 

Patrol of the Year  
Patrol Four- Patrol Captain - 
Justin Barr

Top Ten Lifeguards: 
Luke Jennings, Mackenzie 
Cook, Wayne Sutton,  
Nagel Staff, Nigel Sorenson, 
Georgia Ward, Steve Sumner, 
Laurice Sciarone, Brett 
Hardie, Justin Barr 

Sports Awards 
Senior Surf Swim Champion
George Hunter 

Ironman Champion 
George Hunter 

Senior Tube Champion 
Jakob Doughty &  
Fergus Eadie 

U16 Sportswoman  
of the Year 
Aotea Clifton 

U16 Sportsman of the Year
Fergus Eadie 

U19 Sportswoman  
of the Year 
Vegas McCarroll 

U19 Sportsman of the Year
Jack Birch 

Sportswoman of the Year
Aotea Clifton 

Sportsman of the Year 
Ricky Butt 

Masters Sportswoman  
of the Year 
Lisa McCallum 

Masters Sportsman  
of the Year 
Andrew Evison 

Junior Swim Champion 
Rose Salama 

Pool Swim Champion
Georgia Ward & Anita 
Semmons 

Junior Ski Champion 
Aotea Clifton 

Best Ladies Effort 
Anita Semmons 

Competition Team  
of the Year 
U23 Women’s Surf Boat 
- Sweep; Danny Tenheuval - 
Crew; Dayna Lawton, Grace 
Joseph, Alex Murdin,  
Jamie Gunderson 

Rheineck Award for Top 
Surf Boat Crew 
Open Women’s Surf Boat 
Team  The Meerkats; Sweep 
Ricky Butt Crew; Alison 
Craigie, Jessica Parkin, Nicole 
Owen, Kathryn Wright

Contribution to Muriwai 
Surf Boats 
Ricky Butt and Danny 
Tenheuval 

Blazer Pockets NZ Reps
awarded to Allison Craigie, 
Jessica Parkin, Kathryn 
Wright, Louise Ayling and 
Lisa McCallum 

Special Thanks 
The club places on record 
its appreciation for the 
extraordinary support and  
 

efforts of the following 
people:

Alys Higgs & Lizzie Ashby - 
The Uniform Shop; 
Rain or shine, these lovely 
ladies keep us in our 
Club, Lifeguarding and 
Competition Gear. Often 
the first people our new 
members meet, thank you 
for making them welcome. 

Ed Eadie & Maria Semmons 
We welcome to the team our 
new Surf Officials and thank 
you to all our surf officials 
who help to create athlete 
centered competitions.

Emily Eadie 
Keeping our community 
up to date with our 
competitors, lifeguards, 
events, and clubhouse 
activities through interesting 
Gannet articles all the while 
managing our Under 12 
Junior group.

Luke Jennings, Mackenzie 
Cook and Georgia Ward
Coordinating Lifeguard 
camps and running the 
Rookie Programme and 
Bronze awards.

Nick Thompson 
Coordinating a dedicated 
team of parents and 
ever growing number of 
Nippers to improve sporting 
results and develop quality 
lifeguarding skills. 

Jo Thompson, Kate Ward, 
Kerry Walden, Tanja 
Sciarone - 
The Catering Team , magic 
mothers feeding the 
masses and supporting our 
community through kai.

Daniel Birch and  
Andrew Evison 
Cheerfully organizing the 
Senior Sports team to 
Christchurch, providing our 
young athletes with the 
opportunity to compete at a 
National Level. 

Anthony O’Meara - 
is there anything he can’t 
do?  From I.T. to marshalling 
at events to maintenance, 
Anthony is indispensable.

Jason Platt for redesigning 
and developing the new 
Muriwai website

Surf Life Saving 
Northern Region  
Awards of Excellence
Innovation of the Year 
Winners Muriwai Volunteer 
Lifeguard Service Patrol 5 
with support from Kumeu 
Rotary and Carl Hansen – 
UAV expert technical advisor 

Rescue of the Year Finalists 
The Kaipara Tragedy Callout 
Squad Russell Clarke, Brett 
Hardie, Matt Buswell 

Competition Team of the 
Year Finalists The Meerkats 
- Sweep Ricky Butt; Crew: 
Allison Craigie, Nicole Owen, 
Jessica Parkin, Kathryn 
Wright 

Regional Lifeguard of the 
Year Finalist Stephen Butt 

Volunteer of the Year 
Finalist Anthony O’Meara 

Lifeguard of the Year 
Finalist Mackenzie Cook 

Developing Surf Official 
Finalist Susan Platt 

Examiner of the Year 
Finalist: Wayne Sutton

Regional Service Award:
Greg Sager, Mark Goodhew, 
Robin Foubister, Sonia 
Connon

Distinguished Service 
Awards: David Godfrey,  
Allan Roberts, Pauline Butt, 
Shane Armitage
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2017 Membership & Social Report

Membership
Our overall membership grew by 5% 
this season, this growth noticed mainly 
in the junior surf memberships section 
(children plus their parents). There 
were 194 children enrolled in junior 
surf and regularly attending club day 
on Sunday mornings across the season.  
The number of lifeguards increased 
from 105 to 122, and it was pleasing to 
see a number of these lifeguards having 
a greater involvement in junior surf 
coaching, many of those parents, but 
also some recently qualified lifeguards, 
giving back.

Overall subscriptions increased, not 
only due to the increase in member 

numbers, but also due to the diligence 
of Linda and the policy ensuring 
payment prior to competition entry, or 
membership being renewed for  
the season.

The Bulletin email to all club members 
continued as our club newsletter and 
Junior Surf also publishes a newsletter 
in addition to this on a regular basis.  
There has been a shift to posting more 
news also via the Facebook pages.  
Messaging via FB messenger has proven 
to be very useful particularly for training 
session updates for both seniors 
and juniors, as has the application 
Slack which the junior committee 
has used extensively to streamline 

communications.  The long awaited 
new website has been launched and we 
are all excited to see the colourful and 
user friendly changes hat have been 
made.  Coming soon is a new platform 
that will link to the website, to allow 
for a much simplified registration and 
credit card payment system.

Congratulations to Danny Tenheuvel, 
our newest life member, awarded 
in recognition of his outstanding 
and continued contribution to both 
patrolling and sporting aspects of  
our club.

Sadly this year we lost Matty (Graham) 
Fletcher.  Matty was a very early 
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member of the club, joining in the early 
1950’s together with his brothers, and 
retained a huge interest in the club 
ever since.  A farmer all his years, Matty 
and wife Avis have lived locally until 
just recently when they retired closer 
to family in Katikati.  Matty’s father 
was the infamous horseman that rode 
his horse into the surf in the 1930s to 
perform the first recorded surf rescue 
at Muriwai – so the connection to our 
club is long and deep.

Public Relations
Thank you to Emily who has continued 
to keep our community informed 
through local news booklet The Gannet, 
sponsored by Simon Spiller (Bayleys).  
The bi-monthly edition has included 
articles detailing the start of the nippers 
season, club camps, pool champs, 
lifeguard exams and nationals to name 
a few.  

Following  the Northern Region Awards 
of Excellence, The Innovation of the 
Year – Drone Project featured on the 
front page of the New Zealand Herald, 
complete with stunning photos of 
our beach and lifeguards operating 
the drone and a quote from Tim Jago, 

“Launching a drone is a two to three-
minute exercise, launching a boat and a 
callout can be 10 or 12. And that can be 
the difference between life and death.”  

Merchandise
Last season our goal was to continue 
raising awareness for the Muriwai 
brand and to maintain sales levels.  
The brand has continued to grow and 
sales levels reflected this last season.  
Increasingly Muriwai merchandise 
is seen in the community and this is 
born out by the increase in non- club 
members purchasing our merchandise.  
Our gear is becoming known in the 
wider community as good quality, 
reasonably priced and up to date.

In the upcoming season we are focusing 
on introducing new main line items 
to our catalogue, raising profit and 
sales levels and finding a new location 
for our increasing inventory.  In line 
with these goals over the winter 
season Merchandise has worked 
hard on creating new items to add to 
our catalogue, including gear bags, 
umbrellas, coffee mugs, caps and new 
clothing styles.  We have sourced and 
been working with a new supplier who 

can provide us with a higher quality 
product at a lower price.   In pricing 
these items we have ensured at least 
a 40% mark up and in some cases are 
achieving over 100% mark up which will 
improve our profit margin.

Merchandise is also working with the 
committee to provide fundraisers, 
which will provide greater brand 
awareness, higher sales and greater 
profit margins.  We are at present 
working on an umbrella promotion 
which if undertaken will provide 
up to $5,000 extra sales and which 
generates a 67% gross profit margin.  
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Just after 2pm on Saturday November 26, a recreational fishing vessel with 11 people on board capsized on the  
Kaipara Harbour bar, north of Muriwai Beach. 
 
At 4.15pm lifeguards were requested to be on standby to assist multiple agencies including Police, Coastguard and  
rescue helicopters. 
 
Shortly after, the Muriwai truck departed the club with four senior lifeguards, response equipment and an IRB as  
SurfCom relayed information of deceased persons on the beach. Shortly after, a second lifeguard support vehicle was requested. 
 
On scene, the lifeguards were briefed before conducting an IRB search in 6-8m waves, following a debris trail. Both 
IRBs carried out extensive searches both around the incident site and along the shoreline. 
 
At this stage, four bodies had been recovered and custody was given to the lifeguards. As the tide was too high to get 
back to Muriwai via the beach, they made the decision to travel through Defence Force land at the Northern end of  
the harbour. 
 
Police stood the lifeguards down shortly before 7pm and custody of the deceased was handed to Police. It was around 
midnight when the lifeguards had finished their debrief and received instructions for the following day’s involvement. 
 
Further bodies were recovered by Police overnight and the search for the remaining missing persons resumed in the 
morning. Just after 5am two Muriwai vehicles, towing IRBs, searched the shoreline with debris found 17km north of  
the Muriwai tower and 8km south of the harbour entrance. The teams were stood down at 8.30am. 
 
Throughout the operation, the lifeguards were faced with difficult conditions including 6-8m waves and gale force  
winds. The location made communication difficult and sometimes impossible with the crews having to liaise with on  
scene rescue helicopters to carry out the most practicable search patterns possible. 
 
They demonstrated out-of-the-box thinking and sound decision making. The IRB operators showed advanced skill and 
a high level of consideration for the safety of all involved. A high degree of 4x4 driving ability was also demonstrated 
to negotiate the challenging terrain of the Defence Force land in order to safely navigate from the scene. 
 
If the lifeguards weren’t there to assist, the in-water and shoreline searching would not have been as comprehensive.  
Their ability to transport the deceased also meant they freed up the helicopters to continue their search and rescue  
operation. 
 
While it was a challenging and emotional operation with eight lives lost, the lifeguards demonstrated exceptional  
search and rescue skills to assist with the best possible outcome. 

Date: 26 November 2016 

Location: Kaipara Bar, North Muriwia 
Lifeguards involved: Brett Hardie, Matt Buswell, Wayne Sutton, Russell 
Clarke, Oliver Tyack, Tim Jago, Ashley Clarke, Mark Goodhew (Muriwai) 
Andrew Selosse, Zane Rademaker, Leif Neilson, Mark Gordon, Duncan 
Buchanan, Oli Stewart, Chase Cahalane, Toto Laurenson (SLSNR/RLS) 

WINTER 2016: MURIWAI VLS & SLSNR 
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RESCUE OF THE MONTH 
RECOGNISING OUTSTANDING RESCUES 
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We are also working with the rest of 
the membership team to begin our 
online shop through our current sales 
platform, Vend.  It is our intention 
at Merchandise to launch Muriwai’s 
product onto local social media 
platforms as well as becoming a 
presence at local fundraising events.

As our operation has increased we 
have outgrown our current location.  
It is our goal over the coming season 
to find a location for the Merchandise 
operation that caters to our security 
and storage needs.  Along with being 
visible and accessible to the public 
this location needs to tie in with the 
change in location of Sunday Nippers 
to the courtyard area.  Nippers are 
still our largest client and therefore 
it is imperative that the Merchandise 
operation is located where it can be 
easily seen and accessed on a Sunday.  
We are looking forward to a great and 
profitable season ahead.  

Social
The season started off with the club 
hosting the Northern Region Surf 
Lifesaving Annual Opening Day where 
prospective regional guards were put 
through their paces.  A team of Muriwai 
clubbies prepared breakfast for 30, 
lunch for 50 and dinner for 120, raising 
approximately $2000 for the club, and 
indications are Northern Region are 
interested in doing the same for the 
start of the next season.

The annual Kumeu Xmas Parade where 
we filled our boats with Clubbies of 
all ages and got our message ‘swim 
between the flags” out to the locals. 
This followed with the Club Christmas 
Party where the pizzas and gourmet 
sausages were washed down with 
something cold from the bar.  The 

kiddies (and a few adults) got their 
thrills on the slippery slide!  The New 
Year brought us loads of events starting 
off with the The Hillary Challenge where 
600+ runners finished at the Club for a 
bowl of delicious Chilli. This raised over 
$4000!  It needs to be noted that the 
Chilli consisted of 90kg of mince and 
there was quite an army needed to help 
cook. Also the leftovers were frozen 
and brought out on many occasions to 
feed the masses including junior surf 
camps. Club Prize giving was another 
great event with Pizzas from Stumpy’s 
and Hallertau kindly gifting a keg of 
beer.  The Woodhill 100 followed but 
the Lions Rugby Tour got Jo, Kate, Tanja 
& Kerry’s burger making skills down pat 
and at $10 a pop made the club quite 
a profit!  

The annual YMCA Fun Run was held in 
the off season with YMCA retaining the 
cup, but many awards went to Muriwai 
clubbies including first woman back, 
Sue Maloney.   Steaming hot soups 
and bar-b-que sausages provided were 
much appreciated and the YMCA is 
looking forward to returning for the 
challenge again next winter.

We appreciate all organisations that 
choose The Surf Club at Muriwai as a 
base for their events, some of which 
have been doing so for over 30 years, 
namely the YMCA Fun Run. A huge 
thank you to Jo Thompson and all the 
people that helped plan, cook and serve 
the many meals it takes to make these 
memorable occasions happen and so 
successful.

Honours and Awards
Acknowledging our hard working 
volunteers, athletes and lifeguards 
helps to create a high profile for our 
club at a regional level and has a roll 

on effect with funding.  The Northern 
Region Awards of Excellence saw 
Muriwai take out Innovation of the 
Year and make finals in a number of 
high profile categories.  Yes, we would 
have liked the decisions to go our way 
on more of the categories, but nothing 
ventured, nothing gained and we have 
to be good sports about these things! 
Thanks to the ground work of Neil 
Reid, Marie Cheeseman and Brenda 
Cook, many of our members were 
recognised with service awards which 
speaks volumes about the attitude of 
our humble heroes. For the awards 
process to work we continue to rely on 
you to report the accomplishments of 
our clubbies.  Should you notice a hard 
working volunteer doing good work in 
the community or adding value to our 
movement then please do share it so 
that we can continue to build on the 
start we have made with awards and 
honours. awards@muriwaisurf.org.nz 

Muriwai had confirmed finalists in 
many of the categories for the Northern 
Region Awards of Excellence.  We are 
very proud of and congratulate all our 
finalists, who by being finalists have 
achieved top 3 in Northern Region for 
their categories. For further details 
refer to page 27.

In the Innovation of the Year category, 
Muriwai’s Drone Project won the 
award.  Congratulations to the 
lifeguards involved and thank you to 
Kumeu Rotary for funding the project 
and their support.

Mark Goodhew, Robin Foubister, Sonia 
Connon and Greg Sager were presented 
with well deserved Northern Region 
Service awards, while Allan Roberts, 
David Godfrey, Pauline Butt and Shane 
Armitage received Distinguished 
Service Awards, acknowledging their 
ongoing contribution to Surf Life Saving 
Northern Region. Congratulations to 
you all.

Brenda Cook
Membership Convenor on behalf of the 
Membership & Social Committee
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As we have come to expect, a Muriwai 
surf boat crew scored first. In this 
instance the 150+ combined years 
Women took out a silver medal in their 
final on the first day of competition, 
Saturday.  Their sweep, our most recent 
life member Danny Tenheuval looked so 
relaxed we could swear he had a sneaky 
cigarette rounding the cans.

The legendary Rick Wells and Brent 
Foster followed by both taking home 
medals in their individual surf race age 
groups along with Graham Cleary and 
Steph Allen placing.

Sunday competition brought the teams 
and beach events, again Muriwai were 
on the dias for the surf teams events 

with Shaun Thornton & Chris Stafford- 
Bush also thrown in the mix for medals. 
A quirk of the scoring for surf teams 
differing from the national standard 
meant that 150 plus surf teams race 
where Muriwai had more placings in 
the top 10 than any other team elicited 
a silver instead of a gold by 1 point.

Jonathan Iles put in an impressively 
strong paddle in the surf ski relay team 
event but we missed out on a medal by 
1 place.

Anchored by a fast finishing Brent 
Foster, the Muriwai Choads board 
relay team rounded out by Jason Platt 
& Brendan Barry-Walsh managed 2nd 
bridesmaid for a bronze.

Muriwai’s star for the quiet achiever 
award at the competition could only go 
to one person. Nagel Staff backed up a 
bare footed bronze medal in the 55 – 
59 year old beach sprint final to strap 
on his shoes for another medal in the 2 
km beach run.

Andrew Evison earned a well deserved 
craft beer Sunday evening by hauling 
and  tending all the gear, paddling a 
strong surf ski race in a tight final & also 
competing in the 2 km run.

2017 World Masters Games Report

The opportunity to participate in the 2017 World Masters Games was a once in a 
generation chance on home turf one,  albeit a millpond one at Takapuna beach in 
April. Muriwai fielded a medium sized but high achieving team.
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2017 Financial Report
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Muriwai Volunteer Lifeguard Service Inc.
100 Jack Butt Lane, Muriwai Regional Park, Muriwai Beach, Auckland

PO Box 526, Kumeu 0810, Auckland

Phone Lifeguard Service: (09) 411 8055, Surf Club: (09) 411 8045 

www.muriwaisurf.org.nz
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